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ORGANIZATION 

The Washington County Soil Conservation District (WCSCD) was organized and established on         
January 22, 1940 under the Maryland Soil Conservation District Law.  A Soil Conservation District      
constitutes a political subdivision of the State and, as a public body, exercises public powers. 

The law includes a declaration of policy that has guided the WCSCD in responding to the needs of 
Washington County residents: 

“It is the policy of the General Assembly to provide for the conservation of the soil, water and 
related resources of the State and for the control and prevention of soil erosion to preserve 
natural resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, assist in 
maintaining the navigability of rivers and harbors, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,        
protect the public lands, protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the      
people of the State, and otherwise enhance their living environment.”  

To meet this policy challenge, the District Board of Supervisors of the WCSCD provide programs that 
are balanced in their approach to natural resource management.  It has been the belief of the District,  
voluntary incentive driven programs of direct technical and financial assistance to landowners and land 
users accomplishes the most balanced result with the most lasting effects. 

The District Board of Supervisors is made up of five residents from Washington County.  They are ap-
pointed for five year terms by the State Soil Conservation Committee with recommendations from the 
Washington County Farm Bureau, University of MD Extension, two at-large positions selected from 
residents of the County, and the remaining supervisor is appointed by the County governing body. 

The Supervisors meet monthly to guide and direct the work of the District which consists of personnel 
from the the Maryland Department of Agriculture, locally funded District personnel. and our partner,  
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The Supervisors oversee funding from Federal, State, 
and Local sources to accomplish our goal of balancing a productive land in harmony with a quality 
environment.   

“The soil is the great connector of lives, the source and destination of all. It is the healer and restorer 

and resurrector, by which disease passes into health, age into youth, death into life. Without proper 

care for it we can have no community, because without proper care for it we can have no life.”  

― Wendell Berry  

  

Denise Price
Highlight

Denise Price
Highlight

Denise Price
Highlight

Denise Price
Highlight

Denise Price
Highlight



CORE VALUES 

◊ A commitment to respect the desires and objectives of
the landowner

◊ Supervisors and staff exhibit the highest ethical standards and are
held accountable for their performance

◊ Diligence and integrity in meeting expectations of our customers and
cooperating/partnering agencies

◊ Providing compensation and recognition to employees commensu-
rate with their status as natural resource management professionals

◊ A commitment to preserve and strengthen our core partnership be-
tween Washington County Government, the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and the Maryland Department of Agriculture

◊ A commitment to excellence in customer service for our customers

“History is largely a record of human struggle to wrest the land from nature, because man relies for sus-

tenance on the products of the soil. So direct, is the relationship between soil erosion, the productivity of 

the land, and the prosperity of people, that the history of mankind, to a considerable degree at least, may 

be interpreted in terms of the soil and what has happened to it as the result of human use.” - Hugh H. 

Bennett and W.C. Lowdermilk, circa 1930’s  
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VISION, MISSION AND FUNCTION 

We are recognized for effective leadership in 

natural resource conservation in assisting people 

and communities to achieve a productive land in 

harmony with a quality environment 

VISION 

To provide effective leadership in addressing the 

conservation of soil, water, and related natural resources, 

through delivery of programs in education, information, 

financial incentives, and technical assistance to the land 

owners and land users of Washington County 

MISSION 

To use available technical, financial, and educational 

resources, whatever their source, and focus or coordinate 

them so they meet the needs of the local land owner or 

land user for the conservation of soil, water and related 

natural resources 

FUNCTION 

“There are two spiritual dangers 

in not owning a farm. One is the 

danger of supposing that break-

fast comes from the grocery and 

the other that heat comes from 

the furnace.” - Aldo Leopold  



WHO WE SERVE 

WCSCD provides technical, educational,  financial and information services to a wide range of 
customers, including agriculture producers, developers, engineers, homeowners, as well 
as, Local, State, and Federal cooperating/partnering agencies, municipalities and government 
entities. 

Agricultural Producers:  Traditional producers, such as, dairy, beef, poultry, swine, orchard, nursery, horticultur-

al and grain farmers; non-traditional operators, such as, horses, goats, llama’s and other specialty animals and crops. 

Technical, financial, and informational resources and services are provided to reduce or eliminate sources of agricultur-
al point and non-point source pollution while maintaining a productive and sustainable agriculture in Washington County. 

Developers/Engineers:  The District provides Sensitive Area, Concept, Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, 
Small Pond, Forest Harvest, Preliminary Consultation, Plat, review and approval services to the engineering and 
development communities.  Additionally, the District conducts Field Services, working as a Contractor for the Maryland 
Department of the Environment.  Information and education services are provided through the use of the Soil Survey, 
historical and current resource inventories, as well as, direct technical assistance to these customers. 

  The District provides this service to meet statutory responsibilities and provide for the conservation of natural 
resources during development activities.  The District provides field services through Pre-Construction Meetings, Interim 
Water Quality Inspections, and Final Site Closeout Reviews.  These field services help ensure soil erosion and 
sedimentation from construction sites is kept to a minimum and when construction is complete, sites are stabilized with 
permanent adequate vegetation. 

Students:  Educational programs, such as, the Envirothon, and classroom demonstrations provide hands-on training 
in the area of soils, wildlife, aquatics, forestry and an annual current environmental issue.  Education of the next genera-
tion is essential in maintaining the progress made in conservation of natural resources. 

Homeowners:  Through one on one contact and outreach,  the District advises homeowners on backyard 
conservation with topics, such as, rainwater harvesting, pollinators, drainage control, sink holes, composting, lawn 
fertilization, and plantings to improve water quality and provide habitat for wildlife.  

Private ownership of land makes up the majority of land ownership in Washington County.  As the landscape becomes 
fragmented into smaller parcels, it is imperative the District respond with approaches that address those natural re-
source issues.  The actions of individuals in their own backyards, when taken as a whole, contribute significantly to 
erosion reduction, water quality improvement and creation of valuable wildlife and pollinator habitats. 

Cooperating Organizations:  Cooperating organizations, such as, County Government, Maryland Department of
Agriculture, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA-Farm Services Agency, Department of the Environment, 
Department of Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Western Maryland Resource Conservation and 
Development Council and municipalities provide funding and technical services to assist with fulfilling our mission.  The 
District in turn provides services to all cooperating organizations to assist them in their mission. 

“Nature has endowed the Earth with glorious wonders and vast resources that man may use for his own ends. 

Regardless of our tastes or our way of living, there are none that present more variations to tax our imagination 

than the soil, and certainly none so important to our ancestors, to ourselves, and to our children” - Charles Kel-
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