
POLLINATOR RESOURCES 

For Your Backyard 

Create a pollinator watering station. With sweltering temperatures and more direct 

sunlight in summer months, sources of water can be hard to find. Add a bowl, dish or 

even a pie plate to your yard filled with rocks, marbles or pebbles and a shallow layer of 

fresh water. Spread the substrate evenly to provide pollinators with somewhere to land 

without drowning. Keep the water station out of direct sunlight and monitor the water 

levels to make sure there’s an adequate supply (and that you don’t inadvertently create a 

mosquito breeding ground!) 

Plant a mixture of native flowering plants. If you haven’t planted your garden yet, it’s 

not too late! Pick native blooms – a regional pollinator planting guide is available online 

through Pollinator Partnership, just enter your zip code.  Plant a mix of species; 

biodiversity helps attract a wide range of pollinators and keeps your garden healthy! If 

you must use pesticides, use them correctly and according to label or avoid their use if 

possible, as chemicals can affect the health of invertebrates. 

Provide natural habitat for native bees. Some of the most easily identifiable pollinators – 

honeybees – are not native to the U.S. That means they’re less effective pollinators than 

our native, docile North American bees, a majority of which are ground-dwelling. By 

leaving leaf litter and organic material in your garden bed, you’ll provide substrate they 

can utilize to make nests or use for shelter. Avoid using mulch, or leave some areas of 

soil uncovered so bees can create or access their tunnels. 

Build a bee hotel. Bee hotels or bee boxes provide a hive for solitary bees that do not 

live in swarms like honeybees do. You can use scrap lumber (ideally older, weathered 

scraps that have less chemical treatment) to build a frame in any size or shape suitable 

for your yard. The frame must be at least six inches in depth and enclosed at the back. 

Slope the roof to avoid rainfall pooling and add bamboo, reeds, tubes or blocks of 

wood with drilled holes to create the hotel ‘rooms’. Stack the rooms, and mount the 

hotel at chest height facing south. Consult this article for more specifics. 

http://pollinator.org/guides#zip
http://pollinator.org/guides#zip
https://modernfarmer.com/2017/02/build-native-bee-hotel/

